


MUSIC IN OUR LIVES
Code: 608 Grades: 9-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Open Enrollment. Music

In Our Lives is a full-year general
music course developed by the New
York State Education Department to
allow students not participating in

a credit-bearing ensemble to meet
the Commissioner’s Regulations
graduation requirement of one year of
high school music or art. Its purpose
is derived especially from the State-
ment of Regents Goals that “[e]ach
student will acquire the knowledge,
understanding and appreciation of
the artistic, cultural and intellectual
accomplishments of civilization and
develop the skills to express personal
artistic talents.” Students will de-
velop music-listening skills, create
and perform music, communicate an
informed response to music, develop
an appreciation of music as life-long

activity and enrichment, discover

and develop their musical potential
and acquire the knowledge and skills
requisite for continued musical study.
Assessment will include traditional
tests and quizzes, performance cri-
tique and portfolio evaluation.

MUSIC THEORY
Code: 612 Grade: 9-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Music reading skills required.
Through listening, reading, perform-
ing and writing music, the student
will develop deeper understanding

and skill in the technical elements

of music. The elements studied are
pitch, rhythm, the keyboard, harmony,
texture, color and form. Emphasis will
also include writing melodies and har-
monization. The “Sound & Symbol” in
music content will range from triadic
progression to the more complex
contemporary harmonies.

o r oy oy
MIUSICT
ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC
THEORY
Code: 618 Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Music Theory. An advanced
level music theory program that ex-
pands on information and conceptual
understandings from Music Theory I.
Emphasis will be placed on the skills
of composition, performance and
listening. In-depth activities in the
principles of harmony, rhythm, form
and the analysis of the techniques of
musical composition from representa-
tive musical periods will be discussed.
The end of the year will culminate

in projects involving the use of the
Virtual Arts Center. The Advanced
Placement Examination is required of
all students taking this course.
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SCIENCE

If a student believes that she or he may be qualified for a specific course without having completed
its prerequisites, the student is welcome to discuss the matter with the district’s science supervisor.

The science department offers many
different high school science courses
and sequences to provide for a variety
of student needs, aspirations and in-
terests and to ensure that all students
achieve national and state science edu-
cation standards. Since these courses
and sequences have been carefully
developed, it is important for students
to achieve the prerequisites described
below for each course prior to regis-
tering for that course.

EXCEL SCIENCE 9
Code: 744 Credit: 1

See Interdisciplinary Studies [p. 26].

EXCEL SCIENCE 10
Code: 769 Credit: 1

See Interdisciplinary Studies [p. 26].

PRACTICAL EARTH SCIENCE
Code: 743 Credit: 1

See Interdisciplinary Studies [p. 27].

EARTH SCIENCE
Code: 761 Grade: 9-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Grade 8 Science. This course
is designed for ninth-grade students
except those taking EXCEL Science
9. Application of concepts is a major
part of this course. Topics covered in-
clude: Measuring/Mapping the Earth,
Weathering/Erosion/Deposition, Rocks
and Minerals, The Dynamic Crust,
Astronomy, Energy and the Earth,
Insolation and the Seasons, Meteorol-
ogy, Water/Climate, Geologic History
and Landscape Evolution. Students
are required to successfully complete
the laboratory activities of the course
and must submit acceptable writ-

ten reports. Class is scheduled for

six periods per week with the sixth
period providing a double period for
laboratory experiences. Preparation
for the State Regents Examination is
stressed and successful completion of
the laboratory program is necessary
for a student to be eligible to take the
Regents Examination. It is strongly
recommended that the student have

already completed or be currently
enrolled in Algebra 9-1 or Algebra 9-2.

ENRICHED EARTH SCIENCE
Code 060703 Grade: 9-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Grade 8 Science. The topics
of this course will be the same as the
regular Earth Science course but they
will be explored in greater depth and
at a faster pace. More quantitative
treatment of concepts and principles
will also be provided. Students may
be required to complete long-term,
independent research and/or projects.
Class is scheduled for six periods per
week so that students can complete
the laboratory requirements neces-
sary to take the State Regents Exami-
nation. This course is designed for
students who have shown exceptional
interest and achievement in middle
school science.

BIOLOGY: LIVING ENVIRONMENT
Code: 771 Grade: 9-12
Credit: 1

Regents Biology is designed for stu-
dents who anticipate being involved in
post-secondary education. The course
emphasizes a number of themes,
including cell study and biochemis-
try, energy, anatomy and physiology

of selected organisms, reproduction
and development, genetics, evolution,
diversity and ecology. Class is sched-
uled for six periods per week with the
sixth period providing for laboratory
experience. Students are required to
complete at least 1200 minutes of labo-
ratory work and to submit acceptable
written reports on laboratory problems
in order to be eligible to take the State
Regents Exam. A variety of methods
may be employed to enhance the learn-
ing of concepts.

ENRICHED BIOLOGY

Code 060704 Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1

This course will include and expand
upon the topics taught in the Regents
Biology: Living Environment course.
Course content will also be taught

in greater depth and sophistication
and at a faster pace to help prepare
students for the optional SAT II sub-
ject test in Biology. Students will use
scientific methods and primary and
secondary literature to complete quar-
ter projects and class assignments.
The course is designed for students
who have shown exceptional interest
and achievement in middle school sci-
ence or Regents Earth Science. Class
is scheduled for six periods per week
so that students can complete the
laboratory requirements necessary to
take the State Regents Examination.

GENERAL CHEMISTRY

Code: 702 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Earth Science and Regents
Biology. General Chemistry is de-
signed for students who are interested
in using chemical concepts and princi-
ples, methods, and attitudes to explore
and assess applications of chemistry
to real and meaningful problems and
issues. The content in the course

has been developed to encourage the
investigation of chemically related
problems and issues, the development
of inquiry and laboratory skills, and
an appreciation of the pervasive and
important role that chemistry plays in
everyday life.

REGENTS CHEMISTRY
Code: 763 Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Regents Earth Science or
Regents Biology. Regents Chemistry
is designed for students who desire a
strong, formal introduction to chemi-
cal principles and methods. Areas

of study include Matter and Energy,
Atomic Structure, Bonding, Periodic
Table, Mathematics of Chemistry,
Kinetics and Equilibrium, Acids and
Bases, Redox and Electrochemistry
and Organic Chemistry. Students are
required to complete at least 1200
minutes of laboratory work and to
submit acceptable written reports on
laboratory problems. Class is sched-
uled for six periods per week with the



sixth period providing for laboratory
experience. Emphasis is placed on

the preparation for the NYS Regents
exam, and successful completion of
the laboratory program is necessary

in order for a student to be eligible to
take the Regents exam. It is strongly
recommended that the student be in
or have completed Math 11-1 and have
an average of 75+ in Algebra 9-1, Math
10-1 and Regents Earth Science.

ENRICHED CHEMISTRY
Code: 765 Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Regents Earth Science or
Regents Biology, and Math 11-1Y.
Enriched Chemistry is designed for
students with a proven ability and an
interest in science. The topics and pro-
cesses are presented in a quantitative
manner consistent with preparation
for the SAT II Achievement Examina-
tion in Chemistry. Students are re-
quired to complete at least 1200 min-
utes of laboratory work and to submit
acceptable written reports on labora-
tory problems. Class is scheduled for
six periods per week with the sixth
period for laboratory experience. Suc-
cessful completion of the laboratory
requirement will allow those students
who wish to obtain Regents credit for
the course to sit for the NYS Regents
exam in Chemistry. A “school-level”
mid-year and final examination
reflecting the scope and level of the
curriculum will be administered, each
contributing 1/6 of the final course
average. It is strongly recommended
that the student have completed Math
11-1Y, and be currently enrolled in
Pre-Calculus. An average of 90+ in all
previous math and science classes is
also recommended.

GENERAL PHYSICS
Code: 713 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Regq: Algebra and Geometry.
General Physics is a practical phys-
ics course, and students should have
passed the Regents Algebra. The
course is designed for students who
hope to go into professions such as
nursing, construction, automobile
mechanics, agriculture, electronics,

plumbing and heating and air condi-
tioning. The focus of the course will be
on increasing students’ understanding
of the types of general physical prin-
ciples that apply directly to these pro-
fessions. These principles will include
concepts related to motion, mechan-
ics, work & energy, momentum, heat,
fluids, waves, electricity, magnetism
and electromagnetism. Many practical
applications will be provided. Students
should not take this course if in a
math class above 11-2.

REGENTS PHYSICS
Code: 777 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Regents Earth Science and
Regents Biology or Regents
Chemistry. This course presents a
modern view of physics with major
emphasis on the fundamental con-
cepts underlying this basic science.
Five areas are studied: mechanics,
waves, electricity, magnetism and
atomic and nuclear physics. The be-
haviors of the physical environment in
these areas are explored and the basic
principles are applied to a wide variety
of problems and situations. Students
are required to complete at least

30 hours of laboratory work and to
submit written reports on laboratory
problems. Class is scheduled for six
periods per week with the sixth period
providing for laboratory experience.
Emphasis is placed on preparation for
the State Regents Exam and the Col-
lege Board SAT II Achievement Test.
Successful completion of the laborato-
ry program is necessary in order for a
student to be eligible to take the NYS
Regents Exam. It is recommended
that the student have either completed
or be currently enrolled in Algebra 2/
Trigonometry.

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Code: 070807 Grade: 11 or 12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: At least two of the follow-
ing: Regents Earth Science, Regents
Biology, and a High School Chemistry
Course. This course is designed to
provide students with the scientific
principles and methods required to
understand the interrelationships

SCIENCE

of the natural world, to help them
identify, analyze, and evaluate the
risks associated with environmental
problems caused by nature and human
beings, and to examine alternative
solutions for resolving or prevent-

ing such problems. College course
credit or placement may be obtained
through the Advanced Placement
Environmental Science Exam and
this exam is required for all students
taking this course. The fee charged by
the College Board must be paid by Oc-
tober 1st or the student will be placed
in another science course. Class is
scheduled for six periods per week
with the sixth period providing for
laboratory and/or field work. Topics
include Earth Systems and Resources,
The Living World, Population, Land
and Water Use, Energy Resources and
Consumption, Pollution, and Global
Change. Successful completion of AP
Environmental Science cannot be
used to meet the Living Environment
course requirement for high school
graduation. The course will contain

a strong emphasis on laboratory and
field work to enable students to learn
about the environment through first
hand observation. The full-year course
is designed to be the equivalent of a
one-semester, introductory college
course in Environmental Science.

HUMAN ANATOMY AND

PHYSIOLOGY
Code: 710
Credit: 1/2

Pre-Req: Regents Biology. This

course gives students the opportunity
to learn more about the structures
and functions of the human body,
providing a foundation for students in-
terested in continuing with additional
studies in this field. The course may
be adjusted to meet students’ inter-
est (e.g., nursing, medical sciences,
general knowledge, etc.). Topics in

the course include detailed studies of
the anatomy and physiology of human
cells, tissues and systems. Diseases/
disorders (their causes/treatments) are
included in the study of each system.
Weekly laboratory experiences are
provided, and written lab reports are
required.

Grade: 11-12
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WILDLIFE BIOLOGY
Code: 711 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2

Pre-Req: Regents Biology. Wildlife
Biology focuses upon topics in the
fields of wildlife management and
zoology. Wildlife management subjects
include: basic ecology, wildlife terri-
tory and travels, wildlife diversity, the
future of wildlife and the regulation of
wildlife populations. In addition, more
specific analysis and information will
be provided regarding some key classes
of vertebrates. Topics will be explored
through readings, class discussions,
laboratory and field investigations,
audio-visual presentations and group
activities. Students will be provided the
opportunity to prepare short reports

of wildlife-related articles of their

own choosing and to develop quarter
projects.

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN

SCIENCE
Code: 080907
Credit: 1/2

Grade: 12

Pre-Req: At least fwo years of science.
The course will focus on studens’ sci-
ence literacy within issues that have
relevant impact due to their timely
coverage. Issues such as ‘Global Warm-
ing,” ‘Stem Cell Research,” ‘Genetic
Engineering,” ‘Nanotechnology,” and
‘Performance Enhancing Drugs, are
examples of areas that could be cov-
ered. Engaging content will be the scaf-
fold used to provide students with an
experience that investigates the validity
of investigations used to verify claims
within each subject matter. Students
will be exposed to technical writing
conventions to ascertain the validity

of claims made about popular/contem-
porary issues in science and they will
also inquire as to the uses and misuses
of data. In short, the overarching goal
is to have students become effective
citizens by scrutinizing information
presented to them through a scientific
methodology that informs decision
making.

NATURAL DISASTERS

OF THE RESTLESS EARTH
Code: 5604 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2

Pre-Req: Regents Earth Science.
Natural Disasters of the Restless Earth
is designed for students that have an
interest in some of the most power-
ful and destructive natural forces

on Earth. This course will focus on
the causes of natural hazards, how
scientists study them and how we as

a society can best prepare for them.
Students will analyze real time data
and learn about the mechanics of
earthquakes, volcanoes, flooding,
landslides, tsunamis, extreme weather,
and wildfires. An emphasis will be
placed on the social impacts of such
disasters. This will be accomplished
through student review of current
events and investigations of significant
events such as the “Year Without a
Summer,” the tsunami of 2004, the
Johnstown Flood of 1889 and the 1906
quake in San Francisco. Students

will be provided the opportunity to
research related topics of personal
interest.

THE ATMOSPHERE
Code: 5603 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2

Pre-Req: At least two years of sci-
ence including Earth Science. This
course is designed for students who
have taken Earth Science and have

an interest in learning more about
Earth’s atmosphere and its weather.
The course will provide students with
a broad overview of the behavior of
the Earth’s atmosphere, its impact on
human activity, and how such activ-
ity may be contributing to changes in
weather and climate. It will include
daily weather mapping. At the conclu-
sion of this class students should have
a thorough understanding of what
drives our daily weather and they will
begin to understand and appreciate
the scientific basis for weather and
climate prediction.

FORENSIC SCIENCE
Code: 101104 Grade: 11-12
Credit: .5

Pre-Req: Two years of successful
Science Completion. Introduction to
Forensic Science including Observa-
tion Skills, Crime Scene Investigation
and Evidence Collection, The Study of
Hair, Fingerprints, DNA Fingerprint-
ing, Blood and Blood Spatter, Death:
Meaning, Manner, Mechanism, Cause,
and Time, Casts and Impressions, and
Ballistics. Students will maintain
journals, write reflection papers, posi-
tion papers, and also take traditional
summative evaluations of content to
demonstrate understanding. This
will include, but not be limited to the
administration of a cumulative final
examination.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY

Code: 773 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Regents Biology and Regents
Chemistry or Enriched Chemistry.
Advanced Placement Biology provides
students with the opportunity to
pursue an in-depth study of general
biology through a laboratory-oriented
approach. College course credit or
placement may be obtained through
the Advanced Placement Biology
Exam. A great deal of emphasis will

be placed on laboratory activities and
the study of the text. Students should
expect to devote a moderate amount of
time beyond the scheduled class peri-
ods in completing laboratory activities
and one final project. Areas of study
will include Chemical Basis of Biology,
Cells, Enzymes, Energy Transforma-
tions, Cell Reproduction, Heredity and
Genetics, Cell Specialization, Origin of
Life, Structure and Function in Plants,
Plant Development, Animal Develop-
ment with emphasis on Vertebrates,
Structure and Functions in Animals,
Ecology, Evolutionary Biology and
Ethological Biology. Class is scheduled
for six periods per week with the sixth
period providing for laboratory experi-
ence. The Advanced Placement Exam
is required for all students taking this
course. The fee charged by the Col-
lege Board must be paid to the school
by October Ist or the student will be



placed in another science course. It is
recommended that the student have a
score of 55 or better on the math PSAT
and have grades of 85+ in both biology
and chemistry. A recommendation
from the previous science teacher

is also strongly suggested. Students
who elect to take AP Biology without
having fulfilled the Regents Biology
pre-requisite must have successfully
completed the Regents Chemistry or
Enriched Chemistry course of study.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
CHEMISTRY
Code: 767
Credit: 1

Grade: 11-12

Pre-Req: Regents Chemistry or En-
riched Chemistry. Advanced Place-
ment Chemistry is a general chemistry
course designed for those students who
will be electing post-secondary studies
in science. Students may obtain college
credit or placement by taking the Ad-
vanced Placement Chemistry Examina-
tion. Appreciable use of mathematics

is required for the many problem-solv-
ing areas and for the theoretical and
experimental aspects of this course.
Additional student time, beyond the as-
signed times, will be required. Class is
scheduled for six periods per week with
the sixth period providing for labora-
tory experience. Semester exams will
be administered in January and June,
and each will count as 1/6 of the final
course grade. The Advanced Placement
Examination is also required for all
students taking this course. The fee
charged by the College Board must be
paid to the school by October 1st or
the student will be placed in another
science course. It is recommended that
the student have a minimum math
PSAT score of 55 and have obtained

a letter of recommendation from the
previous science teacher.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS
Code: 781 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Complete three science
courses. The course in Advanced
Placement Physics (CEEB B Level) is
intended to be representative of cours-
es commonly offered in colleges and
universities. It is designed to provide
a more rigorous investigation of the
topics studied in Regents Physics. The
subject matter of the course is prin-
cipally mechanics, and electricity and
magnetism with approximately equal
emphasis on these two areas. Labora-
tory work will be an integral part of
the course. Students may obtain col-
lege credit or placement by taking the
Advanced Placement Physics Examina-
tion. Additional student time beyond
the assigned times, will be required.
Class is scheduled for six periods per
week with the sixth period provid-

ing for a laboratory experience. The
advanced placement exam is required
for all students taking this course.
The fee charged by the College Board
must be paid to the school by October
Ist or the student will be placed in
another science course. It is highly
recommended that the student have
completed Algebra 2/Trigonometry, be
presently enrolled in Pre-Calculus or
Calculus and have achieved a score of
55+ on the Math PSAT test.

SCIENCE RESEARCH SEMINAR
Code: 718/719/720 Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1 per year

Pre-Req: Interest, teacher recom-
mendation and application process.
This course will afford students the
opportunity to participate in scientific
research. Students will be taught skills
and methods required to do original
research which may culminate in a
senior research project being entered
into regional, state and/or national
science competitions. Research topics
may come from mathematics, physical
sciences, life sciences, social sciences
or psychology. Students will develop
skills in using Internet’s capabilities,
conduct online bibliographic searches
of international databases, conduct
statistical analysis using appropriate
software and incorporate visual pre-

SCIENCE

sentation techniques. Students, after
choosing their topic of research, will
seek a scientist mentor to guide them.
Students are required to maintain an
activity log and to submit periodic
progress reports. This course will
primarily be a three-year sequence
course, with students enrolling in
their sophomore year and continu-
ing through their senior year. It is
expected that students will select a
research topic by the end of their
sophomore year and begin research
during the summer and continuing
into the junior year. The senior year
will be utilized in writing the research
and presenting it at science competi-
tions. Students can also earn up to
twelve (12) SUNY Albany College
credits during their junior and senior
years. There is a competitive selection
process for this course.

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS
Code: 429 Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: See course description. This
is a Project Lead the Way® course
(see Career & Technical Education —
Technology Education). In the class
students will design, prototype and
construct working digital circuits.
Skills such as wiring, soldering and
breadboarding will be taught and
practiced. Theories on electricity and
on how solid state digital circuits work
will be taught throughout the course.
Students will use computers and other
electronic devices to perform design,
electronic testing and simulation work
in the following areas: basic electron-
ics, diodes and transistors, TTL vs.
CMOS, digital logic circuits, Bool-

ean algebra, Flip-flops and resistors,
sequential logic circuits, combination
logic circuits, digital design and digi-
tal computer. It is recommended that
students have completed Electronics
with at least an 80 percent average. If
enrollment is sufficient, Digital Elec-
tronics will be taught in cooperation
with the career & technical education
department as an interdisciplinary
course demonstrating to the student
how science and technology work
together.
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WORLD LANGUAGE EXTENDED
STUDY
Code: 101105
Credit: .5

This course provides an avenue for stu-
dents to continue to learn a language
other than English via a self-directed
learning plan. Students will be respon-
sible for setting appropriate learning
goals, for researching and finding
on-line and other materials that will
help them reach these goals, and for
demonstrating progress and growth

as language learners. While students
in this course might wish to continue
their study of Chinese, French, Latin
or Spanish, extended study may not be
taken in lieu of a required course in a
language sequence. Students may also
propose to study a language not cur-

Grade: 9-12

rently offered at BCHS.
CHINESE 1

Code: 080906 Grade: 9-12
Credit:

Designed for students who would like
to begin study of Chinese, this course
is an introduction to the Chinese
language and culture. Students will
develop basic communication skills in
the Mandarin dialect of Chinese and
learn a minimum number of modern
Chinese characters. Study of the geog-
raphy, history and the culture of China
are integral to this course and serve as
an introduction to the Eastern perspec-
tive. For the 2009-2010 school year,
this rigorous course will be available to
those students who have successfully
completed a Regents examination in
another language, with consideration
for those who have also completed an
intermediate-level language course, or
those who are concurrently enrolled in
an intermediate-level language course.

FRENCH 1
Code: 300
Credit: 1

Designed for students who would like
to begin study of French, this course is
an introduction to the French lan-
guage and culture. The objectives of
the course are to develop basic com-
munication skills in French and to lay
the foundation for continued study

of the language. A broad variety of
vocabulary and basic structures of the

Grade: 9-12

language prepare the student to use
French for the functional purposes

of communication. Elements of the
geography, history and culture of
French-speaking peoples are included
to support students’ cultural knowl-
edge and understanding.

FRENCH 2
Code: 301
Credit: 1
Pre-Req: French 1. This course builds
upon the foundation laid in French 2
and begins to prepare students to take
the Regents Examination at the conclu-
sion of French 3. Continued study of
vocabulary and the structural compo-
nents of the language further develop
students’ skills in using French for the
functional purposes of communication.
Authentic materials from French-
speaking cultures are integrated into
instruction in order to further students’
knowledge and understanding of French
language and cultures. Students who
have passed the Regents Exam in Span-
ish may also select this course and will
find that their ability to communicate
in French develops quickly as their
acquisition of French occurs at a very
rapid pace.

FRENCH 3
Code: 304
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: French 2. French 3 continues
to provide students opportunities to
develop their communication skills in
French while preparing students for
the Regents Examination in French,
which is the final examination for the
course. Instruction will occur primar-
ily in French and students will read ar-
ticles from current French magazines,
newspapers and online publications in
order to discuss and critique them. At
the conclusion of the course, students
will be prepared for intermediate study
in French.

Grade 9-12

Grade: 10-12

INTERMEDIATE FRENCH
Code: 060706 Grade: 11/12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: French 3 or 4. After success-
fully passing the Regents Examination in
French, students have the opportunity
to further develop their skills in French
at the intermediate level. An integrated

approach to language acquisition will be
used as students read works of literature
(short stories, plays, poetry), use selec-
tions from popular media (film, news-
papers, magazines, online publications),
prepare oral presentations, and continue
to explore French cultures more deeply.
This course may be taken for college
credit through a partnership with the
State University of New York. Students
who pay the required fee and who suc-
cessfully complete the course require-
ments will earn four college credits.

ADVANCED FRENCH
Code: 307 Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Intermediate French.
Advanced study in French will help
students further refine their abilities
to communicate in French. Instruc-
tion will occur almost exclusively in
French. Students will have opportuni-
ties to learn and discuss subjects that
reflect the cultural and current events
of French-speaking countries. This
course may be taken for college credit
through a partnership with the State
University of New York. Students who
pay the required fee and who success-
fully complete the course require-
ments will earn four college credits.

AP FRENCH
Code: 091006 Grade: 12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Intermediate French. The AP
French course will prepare students
to take the College Entrance Exam

in French language. The course

in Advanced Placement in French
Language is intended to be represen-
tative of courses commonly offered

in colleges and universities and is

the equivalent of a third-year college
course. Students who enroll in AP
French Language should already have
a good command of French grammar
and vocabulary, and have a passion
for the structural components of the
language. The Advanced Placement
Exam will be required of all students
and there will be a summer study
unit to help students prepare for the
course.



INTRODUCTION TO LATIN
Code: 324 Grade: 9-12
credit: 1

Comprehension of written Latin and
the understanding of the relationship
between the Latin language and our
own language provide an unshake-
able foundation in the Classics. For
students interested in history, the
structure of language or future careers
in medicine or law, the knowledge

of Latin will serve to improve their
acquisition of new information.
Learning about pronunciation of the
language, vocabulary and structure,
history of the Romans, derivatives,
and Latin phrases and abbreviations
commonly used in English helps
students improve their knowledge of
English and develop a greater under-
standing of history and culture. This
course is the first of an accelerated
Latin program that prepares students
to take the Regents exam after just 2
years of study.

LATIN 2
Code: 325
credit: 1

Pre-Req: Introduction to Latin. Com-
prehension continues to be developed
through reading in Latin. Students
learn about the mythological and
legendary origins of Rome from the
time of the organization of the Roman
Republic through the second century
B.C., and the Roman virtues of devo-
tion to duty, courage, and loyalty, as
exemplified in the stories of the early
Roman heroes. The study of vocabu-
lary, the structure of the language and
etymology continue to be part of the
second-level program. The Regents
Exam is given as the final exam for the
course. In order to receive Regents
credit in this two-year accelerated
program, students must earn a score
of 85 or higher on the exam.

Grade: 10-12

ADVANCED LATIN
Code: 5605 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Latin 2. Students who have
passed the Regents Exam in Latin have
the opportunity to develop advanced
skills in Latin language and literature.
Selected works of literature by ancient
Roman authors form the foundation for

WORLD LANGUAGES

the course. Oral and written reports
will be assigned. Activities designed to
help students better understand Roman
history and culture and their impact
on modern times will be included.

This course may be taken for college
credit through a partnership with the
University at Albany. Students who pay
the required fee and who successfully
complete the course requirements will
earn three college credits.

SPANISH 1
Code: 310
Credit: 1

Designed for students who would like
to begin study of Spanish or for those
who have not yet earned the one credit
in second language required for a
basic high school diploma. The objec-
tives of the course are to develop basic
communication skills in Spanish and
to lay the foundation for continued
study of the language. A broad variety
of vocabulary and basic structures of
the language prepare the student to
use Spanish for the functional pur-
poses of communication. Elements of
the geography, history and culture of
Spanish-speaking peoples are included
to support students’ cultural knowl-
edge and understanding.

Grade: 9-12

SPANISH 2
Code: 311
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Spanish 1. This course builds
upon the foundation laid in Spanish

1 and begins to prepare students to
take the Regents Examination at the
conclusion of Spanish 3. Continued
study of vocabulary and structural
components of the language further
develop students’ skills in using
Spanish for the functional purposes of
communication. Authentic materials
from Spanish-speaking cultures are
integrated into instruction in order

to further students’ knowledge and
understanding of Latino language and
cultures. Students who have passed
the French Regents exam may also se-
lect this course and will find that their
ability to communicate in Spanish
develops quickly as their acquisition of
Spanish occurs at a very rapid pace.

Grade: 9-12

SPANISH 2B
Code: 312
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Passing score on the NYS
Proficiency Test in Spanish, and
teacher recommendation. Students

in this sequence will take the Regents
Examination in Spanish at the conclu-
sion of Spanish 4. This 3-year high
school sequence is specifically de-
signed for students who would benefit
from a comprehensive review of the
middle school Spanish curriculum
and additional practice in vocabulary
and language skill development. New
vocabulary and structural components
will be introduced and practiced to
build a strong foundation for continued
Spanish study. Students in this course
generally need more time to practice
using and speaking Spanish in class
and should be motivated to succeed.

Grade: 9-12

SPANISH 3
Code: 314
Credit: 1

Grade: 10-12

Pre-Req: Spanish 2. Spanish 3 contin-
ues to provide students opportunities
to develop their communication skills
in Spanish while preparing students
for the Regents Examination in Span-
ish, which is the final examination

for the course. Instruction will occur
primarily in Spanish and students will
read articles from current Spanish
magazines, newspapers and online
publications in order to discuss and
critique them. At the conclusion of
the course, students will be prepared
for intermediate study in Spanish.

SPANISH 3B
Code: 315
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Spanish 2B. This course con-
tinues to prepare students for Level 4
and the Regents Examination in Span-
ish. Students in this course will benefit
from a review of previous topics, and
the measured integration and practice
of new material. Class instruction will
incorporate learning strategies specifi-
cally designed to help students natu-
rally acquire the language. Students
will also continue to develop their
knowledge and understanding of Latino
language and cultures.

GRade: 10-12
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SPANISH 4
Code: 318
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Spanish 3B. Spanish 4 is
designed as the concluding course in
the three-year sequence that prepares
students for the Regents Examination
in Spanish. A comprehensive review
of Spanish vocabulary and structures
will be combined with targeted skill de-
velopment. Students will refine their
skills in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing in Spanish to prepare for
the Regents Exam. Authentic materi-
als from Spanish-speaking cultures are
integrated into instruction in order

to further students’ knowledge and
understanding of Latino language and
cultures.

Grade: 10-12

FOOD, GEOGRAPHY, AND
TRADITION IN LATIN AMERICA
Code: 091005 Grade: 11-12

Credit: 1/2

Pre-requisite: Passing score on the
Spanish NYS Regents Exam. Many
have said that it is only by learning
about other cultures that we can truly
understand our own. This course is
essentially a culture and conversation
course that will be conducted primarily
in Spanish. The over-riding focus of
this course will be improving stu-
dents’ ability to converse more easily
in Spanish. Students will also develop
cultural skills that will help them bet-
ter understand and work with diverse
people from many cultures, an impor-
tant skill in an interdependent world.
To achieve these objectives, students
will explore how the geography and
history of a region impact the cuisine
and traditions of the culture. In learn-
ing about the traditional celebrations
of important regional holidays, the
underlying values of Latino culture will
be revealed. Ultimately, students will
evaluate American holiday customs and
will begin to think about what our own
traditional celebrations reveal about
American values.

POP CULTURE: MODERN LIFE OF A

EUROPEAN TEENAGER
Code: 091004 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2

Pre-requisite: Passing score on the
Spanish NYS Regents Exam. What is
life like for young adults in Madrid, Par-
is, London, and Geneva? Do students
in Europe enjoy the same activities and
share our concerns about the future?
Students in this course will have the
opportunity to drive the selection of
topics for discussion. Topics of interest
could include: fashion trends, night-
life and social relationships, traveling
abroad, crime and violence, educational
systems, music and entertainment,
modern media, television and advertis-
ing, and the internet and technology.
Students in this course will be expected
to actively converse, question, debate,
and contribute to the development of
topics and ideas of mutual interest in
Spanish. This course will be conducted
primarily in Spanish with a focus on
helping students to improve their con-
versational Spanish skills while explor-
ing topics of interest to them.

INTERMEDIATE SPANISH
Code: 060707 Grade: 11/12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Spanish 3 or 4. After suc-
cessfully passing the Regents Exam in
Spanish, students have the opportunity
to further develop their skills in Span-
ish at the collegiate level. An integrated
approach to language acquisition will be
used as students read works of litera-
ture, use selections from popular media,
prepare oral presentations, and con-
tinue to explore Latino cultures more
deeply. Students are expected to have a
solid mastery of Spanish grammatical
structures and be willing to use Spanish

as the main language of communication.

This course may be taken for college
credit through a partnership with the
University at Albany. Students who pay
the required fee and who successfully
complete the course requirements will
earn four college credits.

ADVANCED SPANISH
Code: 317 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Intermediate Spanish. Ad-
vanced study in Spanish will help students
further refine their abilities to com-
municate in Spanish. Instruction will
occur almost exclusively in Spanish and
students are expected to use Spanish to
communcate as well. Students will have
opportunities to learn and discuss subjects
that reflect the cultural and current events
of Spanish-speaking peoples, and to review
and refine their use of advanced grammat-
ical structures. This course may be taken
for college credit through a partnership
with the University at Albany. Students
who pay the required fee and who success-
fully complete the course requirements
will earn four college credits.

AP SPANISH
Code: 070808 Grade: 12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Intermediate Spanish. The
AP Spanish course will prepare students
to take the College Entrance Exam

in Spanish Language. The course in
Advanced Placement in Spanish Lan-
guage is intended to be representative
of courses commonly offered in colleges
and universities and is the equivalent of
a third-year college course. Students
who enroll in AP Spanish Language
should already have a good command of
Spanish grammar and vocabulary, and
have a passion for the structural com-
ponents of the language. The Advanced
Placement Exam will be required of all
students and there will be a summer
study unit to help students prepare for
the course.

ESL PROGRAM
Code: 316 Grade: 9-12
Credit: 1

The English as a Second Language
program develops the skills of listening
comprehension, speaking, reading and
writing for those students whose native
language is not English. Enrollment
in this course is required for students
based upon the NYS English as a Sec-
ond Language Achievement Test. The
students meet daily in a small group
with their teacher and follow the NYS
syllabus for instruction.
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If a student believes that he or she may be qualified for a specific course without having completed its
prerequisites, the student is welcome to discuss the matter with the district’s social studies supervisor.

GLOBAL HISTORY 9E
Code: 893 Grade: 9
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Social Studies 8. The Enriched
classes will use higher-level reading mate-
rial as well as higher-level thinking activi-
ties during the year. Original source mate-
rial will be used wherever possible. While
an open enrollment policy will be followed,
it is critical for students and parents to
recognize that instructional and assess-
ment practices will be consistent with the
Advanced Placement program. As such,
consultation with guidance counselor and
current social studies teacher is encour-
aged. Additionally, a summer assignment
is a requirement of this course.

GLOBAL HISTORY 9
Code: 894 Grade: 9
Credit: 1

Global History 9 is the first year of a
two-year program, which culminates in
a Regents exam at the end of the second
year. The exam is a graduation require-
ment for all students. Starting with a
review of the skills of historical analysis
the course examines the history of the
world from 4000 BC to the present day.
The program is structured around the
New York State Learning Standards

for Social Studies and is designed to
integrate the central themes identified
by the National Council for the Social
Studies.

GLOBAL HISTORY 10
Code: 897 Grade: 10
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Social Studies 9. This course

is the final segment of a two-year Global
History curriculum. The course will
culminate in a Regents exam. The exam is
a graduation requirement for all students.
Beyond the continuous development of
social studies skills and historical analysis,
the course will examine the history of the
world from the late 18th century to the
present day. The program is structured
around the New York State Learning Stan-
dards for Social Studies and is designed

to integrate the central themes identified
by the National Council for the Social
Studies.

UNITED STATES HISTORY &

GOVERNMENT
Code: 895-896  Grade: 11
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Global Studies 10. One of the
major themes of the 11th-grade United
States History and Government course

is that of recognizing and studying basic
constitutional issues and the applica-
tion of constitutional principles to both
historical and contemporary life. A survey
of American social, economic and politi-
cal history provides the framework for
the discussion of these enduring issues.
The culminating examination in June is
the New York State Regents. In order to
graduate from high school students must
pass this Regents examination.

PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT
Code: 824 Grade: 12
Credit: 1/2

Pre-Req: Social Studies 11. This course
is designed to have students analyze
public policy issues, make decisions and
develop implementation policies neces-
sary to solve problems. The public policy
issues and problems to be studied will be
determined by current events from local,
state, national and global perspectives.
Research skills, logic and writing skills
will help students become effective par-
ticipating citizens in our democracy. All
students will be required to do a partici-
pation project that will be developed as an
integral part of this course. Additionally,
all students will complete 20 hours of
community service.

PRACTICAL PARTICIPATION IN GOV-
ERNMENT
Code: 830
Credit: 1/2

Pre-Req: Social Studies 11. This course
is designed to provide students with the
skills necessary to analyze public poli-
cies issues and to effectively participate
as citizens. The course will emphasize
the practical, rather than the theoretical
approach to policy analysis. The specific
issues examined will be determined by
current events from local, state, national
and global perspectives. All students will
be required to do a participation project

Grade: 12

as an integral part of the course. Ad-
ditionally, all students will complete a
20-hour service requirement.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
AMERICAN HISTORY
Code: 810 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Global Studies 10. This Ad-
vanced Placement course is an intensive,
in-depth study of American history from
1607 to the present. It places heavy
emphasis on historiography, that is on
the methods and interpretations that
various historians have employed in their
unlocking of the American past. The
course forces a student to think in his-
torical rather than contemporary terms.
It requires both extensive reading and an
ability to reason in abstract terms. The
instruction is considered to be the equiv-
alent of undergraduate college level. The
Advanced Placement Examination is re-
quired of all students taking this course.
It is recommended that the course be
limited in enrollment to those who have
been referred by a social studies teacher
and who have an average of 88 percent or
higher in social studies. The fee charged
by the College Entrance Examination
Board must be paid by October 1 or the
student will be placed in another social
studies course. Students will take the
U.S. History and Government Regents (a
requirement for graduation) in June. A
summer assignment is a requirement
of this course. The Advanced Placement
Examination is required of all students
taking this course.

PRACTICAL ECONOMICS
Code: 811 Grade: 12
Credit: 1/2

Pre-Req: Social Studies 11. This
course is designed to provide students
with the economic knowledge and
skills that will enable them to function
as informed and economically literate
citizens of our society and world. This
course will emphasize the practical,
rather than the theoretical approach
to economics. Special attention

will be given to developing reading
and writing skills in a “how-to” and
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“hands-on” approach to basic survival
economics, which will help the student
cope with everyday financial problems
encountered after high school. We use
materials prepared by Junior Achieve-
ment for this program. Guest teachers
from the world of business give a practi-
cal emphasis to this course.

ECONOMICS
Code: 812
Credit: 1/2

Pre-Req: Social Studies 11. Designed
to provide a framework for understand-
ing the many complex economic issues
of our time, this course will explore the
theories and principles that underlie all
economic structures from individual
decision-making to the complexities of
international economics. This course
will provide a basic foundation in eco-
nomics for all those planning on further
education beyond high school.

Grade: 12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
ECONOMICS
Code: 070809
Credit: 1

The State of New York requires that
students meet standards in Economics,
History, Geography, and Civics. In this
course, our focus will be on Economics
and Civics. The fall AP Microeconomics
course is followed by a spring Participa-
tion in Government course/Macroeco-
nomics course and review for the AP
Microeconomics exam will be incorpo-
rated into the curriculum throughout the
whole year. After successful completion of
the course, a student will earn Economics
and Participation in Government credit
towards graduation. The course is very
similar to the rigorous Economic prin-
ciple courses at the college level. Content
specifications will generally conform to
areas suggested by the Educational Test-
ing Service. While an open enrollment
policy will be followed, it is critical for stu-
dents and parents to understand the high
expectations that exist for this course

and to consult with guidance counselors
and present classroom teachers regard-
ing course selection. The fees charged by
the College Entrance Examination Board
must be paid by October 1 or the student
will be removed from the course. The
summer assignment, mid-term exam, AP

Grade: 10-12

OCIAL STUDIES

Microeconomics examination, and final
project are required of all students taking
this course. After successful completion
of the course, a student will earn Eco-
nomics and Participation in Government
credit toward graduation. Additionally, all
students will complete 20 hours of com-
munity service. A summer assignment
is a requirement of this course.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
WORLD HISTORY

Code: 850 Grade 10-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Global History 9. The Advanced
Placement course in world history is
designed to provide students with the
analytic skills and factual knowledge
necessary to deal critically with the issues
and materials in world history. Students
should learn to assess historical materials
and to weigh the evidence and interpre-
tations presented in historical scholar-
ship. Students should develop the skills
necessary to arrive at conclusions on the
basis of an informed judgment and to
present ideas clearly and persuasively in
essay form. Content specifications will
generally conform to areas suggested by
the Educational Testing Service as well
as those detailed in the State Education
Department’s Scope and Sequence for
Global History and Geography. While an
open enrollment policy will be followed,
it is critical for students and parents to
understand the high expectations that
exist for the course and to consult with
school counselors and present classroom
teachers regarding course selection. The
fee charged by the College Board must be
paid by October 1 or the student will be
placed in another social studies course.
Students will also take the Global History
and Geography Regents (a requirement
for graduation) in June. A summer
assignment is a requirement of this
course. The Advanced Placement Exami-
nation is required of all students taking
this course.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
EUROPEAN HISTORY
Code: 816 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Global Studies 9-10. The
Advanced Placement course in European
history is designed to provide students
with the analytic skills and factual knowl-
edge necessary to deal critically with the
problems and materials in European
history. Students should learn to assess
historical materials and to weigh the
evidence and interpretations presented in
historical scholarship. Students should
develop the skills necessary to arrive at
conclusions on the basis of an informed
judgment and to present ideas clearly
and persuasively in essay form. Content
specifications will generally conform

to areas suggested by the Educational
Testing Service. While an open enroll-
ment policy will be followed, it is critical
for students and parents to understand
the high expectations that exist for this
course and to consult with guidance
counselors and present classroom teach-
ers regarding course selection. The fee
charged by the College Entrance Exami-
nation Board must be paid by October 1
or the student will be removed from the
course. A summer assignment is a re-
quirement of this course. The Advanced
Placement Examination is required of
all students taking this course.

AP PSYCHOLOGY

Code: 091007 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1

Advanced Placement Psychology: This
year long course is intended to intro-
duce students to the systematic and
scientific study of behavior and mental
processes and students will increase
their understanding of psychology, its
methods, theory and research. AP Psy-
chology is a survey course, so students
will focus on bits of information from
many different areas in Psychology. Pri-
marily, the course will explore the psy-
chological facts, principles and phenom-
ena associated with each of the major
sub fields of psychology (consciousness,
learning, personality, cognition, etc.).

The objective of this course will be that
each student take and pass the Advance
Placement Exam for Psychology and

all aspects of the course will reflect this



fact. AP psychology will be taught at the
college level and student study habits
and participation should reflect this fact.
All vocabulary, information and activi-
ties will be intended to prepare you for
the AP exam. Students will be asked to
complete many writing assignments and
projects. Students should be prepared
for work outside of class. Additionally, a
summer assignment is a requirement
of this course.

LAW IN LIFE
Code: 817
Credit: 1/2

Grade: 11-12

In a free and competitive society, the law
provides a vehicle for accomplishing so-
cial change in a way that minimizes con-
flict. This course will use materials from
the Law-Related Education Program and
will use local attorneys as resources. Stu-
dents may also participate in mock trials
and field trips designed to have students
become aware of career opportunities in
law and law related fields.

PSYCHOLOGY
Code: 818 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2

This course is an introductory course
in psychology designed to help provide
a foundation in psychology for students
who are college-bound and those who
are not. It attempts to survey the major
schools of psychology, human behavior
and development from birth to death,
personality, learning and intelligence
and the causes and treatment of mental
illness. The course is designed to enable
students to better understand them-
selves, their peers and family groups.

SOCIOLOGY

Code: 819
Credit: 1/2

Grade: 11-12

This is a survey course that provides the
foundations of sociology for students who
are college-bound and those who are not.
The major topics include the institu-
tions of religion, government, family and
education and their impacts on society.
The course is problem-centered and deals
with the problems of youth rebellion,
marriage, minorities, poverty, crime,
urban and rural problems and others that
may be current. Emphasis is also placed
on methods used in sociological research.

—
SO

GREAT ISSUES IN PHILOSOPHY

Code: 820 Grade: 11-12

Credit: 1/2

This course is designed to serve as a
forum for the discussion of basic issues
that have perplexed humans through
the ages. What is the nature of humans?
What is the ideal system of government?
What are the ideal conditions for human
existence? Do people have free will?
Where do natural rights come from?
How should the wealth of the world be
divided? What is good and what is evil?
Did God create humans, or did humans
create God? These are just a few of the
topics of discussion; the basis of which
will be a series of writings by some of
the world’s greatest thinkers, past and
present. Also included in the course is
an introduction to the study of philoso-
phy and an emphasis on the skills of
argument formation and analysis.

EXCEL GLOBAL HISTORY 9/10
Code: 821-822  Grade: 9-10
Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Counselor-teacher
recommendation. Students in
either course must also enroll in
corresponding EXCEL English. See
Interdisciplinary Studies [p. 27].

AMERICAN WARS
Code: 827 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2

This course will provide an in-depth,
objective study of the American

Civil War and World War II and their
impact on the United States and the
world. This course will make use of
numerous student-centered discovery
activities designed to actively involve
the students in the learning process.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
ART HISTORY
Code: 025

Credit: 1

Pre-Req: Global 9/10 and one
Art/Music course. The AP offering in
art history is designed to provide the
same benefits to the high school stu-
dents as those provided by an introduc-
tory college course in art history with
the understanding and enjoyment of
architecture, sculpture, painting and
other art forms within a historical and

Grade: 11-12

CIAL STUDIES

cultural context. The students will ex-
amine major forms of artistic expression
from the past to present in a variety of
cultures. They will learn to look at works
of art critically, with intelligence and
sensitivity and to analyze what they see.
Advanced Placement credit will be given
to those students who have performed
successfully on the AP Art History
examination. This is an interdisciplinary
offering and students may elect either art
or social studies credit. This course will
not take the place of any of the required
social studies courses. The Advanced
Placement Examination is required of all
students taking this course. This course
includes an online component, visiting
artists and museum experiences. AP Art
History requires a summeyr assignment.
Offered every other year. This course
will not be offered in 2011-2012.

A HISTORY OF NEW YORK CITY
Code: 5607 Grade: 11-12
Credit: 1/2

New York City is both emblematic of
and uniquely different from the rest of
America. This course will investigate
the nearly 400-year history of New York
City and the critical role it has played in
so many events. Using primary sources,
documentaries, films and excerpts from
a variety of texts and articles, students
will consider New York City’s astonishing
dominance and allure over many eras of
American history.

RACE AND IDENTITY:
REAL OR IMAGINED
Code: 060705 Grade: 10-12
Credit: 1/2

This course will take an in depth,
analytical look at the history of race and
identity in the United States and how
these two concepts mold our interac-
tions with one another. It will provide
students with the opportunity to learn
about minority cultures in the United
States and how these groups contrib-
uted to the development of the United
States. This course will make use of a
host of primary and secondary sources,
as well as discussion, to give a more
comprehensive view of the experiences
of minorities in the United States.
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